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Tackling Terror

The number of lives lost in the fires of terrorism and counterterrorism in India since the eightees exceeds one lakh now. Many many more must have been maimed, widowed, orphaned or shattered irreparably in these attacks and counterattacks. Yet, the end of the horror is nowhere in sight. Indeed, the extent of hatred for us seen among the fidayeen in Mumbai signals that we are in for worse if we fail to respond effectively and unitedly now. Various measures to beef up our security apparatus and law enforcement have been suggested by experts. I do not presume to improve upon them. But as a teacher and a social scientist, I am impelled to add a few considerations for a calm and long term view of the matter. 
These are: 1) War can be a valid response to externally fomented mayhem only when other steps specially diplomatic persuasion to arrest the culprits have failed. And even as a last resort, the ‘hot pursuit’ of terrorists shall never be driven by reckless emotion or political interests but pursued with full preparedness for an overwhelming and swift victory always. 2) India does not need to think of war at the present juncture when it has an excellent chance for mobilizing the required diplomatic pressure for a crackdown on terrorist camps in Pakistan. 3) We must no doubt try to get the likes of Masood Azhar and Dawood Ibrahim behind bars for their long reeducation in solitary confinement but at no point should this crusade be allowed to acquire communal or even a generalised anti-Pakistan tone; we need maximum friends not enemies in this fight. 4) Our legal and intelligence apparatus against terrorism and organized crime in general will remain limp till we restore prime regard for merit and performance in the place of community and other considerations in appointments, promotions and honors in our public life. A return to professionalism in place of politicking in ministries, police, bureaucracy and educational institutions could indeed become a significant bonus of this determined effort. 5) The struggle against anarchy and terror in the long run is a battle for hearts and minds also. And this calls for contribution from not just the political class but also from teachers, writers, film makers, media personnel etc. Unfortunately, an ‘intelligence failure’ occurred on this front as well as researchers kept piling up repetitive papers on caste, gender, environment etc in our social science departments even as the fidayeen phenomenon was spreading its tentacles in the sub continent and criminals were getting into our legislatures and even ministries precisely after the eightees. Similarly, while our C grade films became obsessed with the lingo and the sadism of organized criminals in the country, the cream of our artists kept ignoring the deep misery wrought by this cancer on the entire bodypolitik. 


A right sense of priorities is particularly important in an hour of crisis. When a house is on fire, it would be nothing less than stupid going around fixing a water leak at that moment. A more just, democratic and prosperous world would, in all likelihood, emerge by the end of this century. But the pressing task of the day is saving our formal democracies from criminals and communalists first. 
Yours Faithfully,
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